Limb preservation for reimplantation. a review.
Although reimplantation of severed limbs and other parts of the body has become prevalent in recent years, the questions of how best to preserve limbs for reimplantation and how to determine if a transected part is viable have not been fully answered. The problem of preservation involves combating direct anoxic damage to tissue as well as combating the changes in the vascular system that lead to the "no reflow phenomenon." Current information concerning kidney preservation as well as experimental and clinical reports on limb preservation are reviewed in this article, and suggestions are made for further investigations.